
Four years after the 
Barberi accident, legal
wrangling keeps many
from compensation

By SALLY GOLDENBERG 
and MAURA YATES 
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE 

They asked the city for $1.1
billion to repair their fractured
limbs, heal their psychological
trauma and pay for the finan-
cial and emotional loss of their
family members.

In turn, they received $27.6
million — a fraction of the
amount that 121 victims of the
Staten Island Ferry crash
sought in one of the worst
mass transit disasters in the
city’s history.

Tomorrow marks the fourth
anniversary of the wreck that
killed 11 passengers and
injured 72 — some with sev-
ered limbs — when the
Andrew J. Barberi ferryboat
plowed into a concrete main-
tenance pier near the St.
George terminal, slicing open
its starboard side.

But for 61 families of those
injured and killed on the
Barberi, the physical and emo-
tional wounds are still open as
they fight to settle their law-
suits while the city appeals a
Brooklyn federal judge’s
February ruling that it cannot
rely on an antiquated mar-
itime law that would have
capped payments at the book
value of the vessel, $14.4 mil-
lion.

“Here we are, four years
later. A judge has already ruled
that the city can’t escape lia-
bility, they can’t escape

responsibility, and they’re
stretching the life of this case
even further by appealing the
decision of that federal court
judge,” said West Brighton
attorney Anthony Bisignano,
who represents 15 clients
affected by the accident.

Nine of the 11 death cases
have yet to be settled.

“This entire case probably

could have been settled and
finished years ago, had it not
been for the city being so
relentless in attempting to
take advantage of this very
antiquated statute that wasn’t
even intended to be used by a
municipality,” Bisignano said.
“When you live with a case
like this, it boils your blood to
know that it’s still going on.”

The city Law Department,
which handles all claims
against the city, defended itself
by saying 99 of the 121 claims
were resolved within two
years of the accident.

“The city has from the
beginning sought to settle
cases fairly and expeditiously,”

said Laura Postiglione, a
spokeswoman for the depart-
ment. She said the city is com-
mitted to settling the remain-
ing cases “on reasonable terms
as well.”

The largest settlement to
date — $9 million — was
awarded to Dongan Hills resi-
dents Tina and Wayne Evans
last December. Ms. Evans, 41,
lost both legs in the crash. The
couple was represented by the
Mount Vernon, N.Y., law firm
of Weisman & Calderon.

Paul Esposito of New
Springville, who was 24 years
old at the time of the crash,
was awarded $8.9 million in
March 2006. He also lost both
legs. Esposito was represented
by attorney Derek Sells.

The sentences have been
served for the ferry captain,
Richard Smith; former ferry
director Patrick Ryan, and
Westerleigh doctor William
Tursi, who falsely signed off
on medical forms that Smith
used to renew his pilot’s
license. Former ferry Port
Captain John Mauldin was
sentenced to two years proba-
tion in April 2006.

But for the families still cop-
ing with the loss of a loved
one, the time has flown in
some ways and dragged on in
others.

“I can’t believe it’s four
years already,” said Tara
Canini of Annadale, whose
father, Pio, 52, was returning
home on the Barberi from his
job as a carpenter in
Manhattan.

“Nothing has changed as far
as our grieving process, or as
far as missing him,” she said.
“We cry, we think about him,
we go visit the cemetery often.
We go through pictures. His

memory is very much alive,”
she said.

But as the appeal process
continues, there is no closure,
and the legal wrangling has
been “insensitive,” Ms. Canini
said.

“The city did this to them-
selves by not enforcing the
rules and procedures and now
they’re just keeping it this way
so the city doesn’t go into any
more debt,” she said of the
limited liability.

In early 2004, Westerleigh
attorney John G. O’Leary filed
a notice of claim with the city
Law Department on behalf of
the Canini family, announcing
an intention to sue the city for
$175 million in negligence.

“Obviously, no amount of
money is going to fix the situ-
ation,” she said. “You can’t put
a dollar amount on some-
body’s life. You just can’t.”

But while she said she tries
not to think about the lawsuit,
she feels for the families of
many of the other victims,
who had young children who
need financial support that
could be provided through the
legal settlements.

Those who survived, too,
continue to struggle with the
lingering reminders of the
tragedy, and the frustration of
the unfinished legal business.

Joseph LaBarbara of
Annadale was out of work for
a year, while undergoing two
knee surgeries to repair a torn
ligament suffered when he
instinctively ran for cover
when the boat crashed.

He always sat on the top
deck of the ferry out of habit,
he explained, because he
thought that would be the
safest place to be in the event
of a terror attack aboard the
boat. When the Barberi hit the
pier, he thought his worst fears
were confirmed.

“I thought the boat was
bombed,” he recalled. He
jumped out of his seat and
“made this lightning-quick
move like a cut on a football
field.” He twisted his knee in
the process and rolled down
the ramp to the level below.

One surgery involved the
implantation of a cadaver liga-
ment. “It freaks me out, actual-
ly,” he said.

“The city should be

ashamed of themselves,” he
said of the legal holdup. “They
should admit to being wrong.”

But even when his case is
finally settled down the road,
“they could never pay me
enough money to have my
knee back again,” he said.

He had been on his way
home from his job as a
plumber for the city’s
Administration for Children’s
Services on that day. Now,
unable to kneel, he’s back at
work, doing paperwork for
plumbing inspections.

He can no longer jog, or
enjoy tennis or golf the way he
used to. He also can’t bring
himself to take the ferry.

The 48-year-old single dad
said he drives to work these
days, which is much more
expensive, but worth it for
peace of mind.

“Now I wouldn’t go near the
boat anymore,” LaBarbara
said. “It scares me.”

Maura Yates and Sally Goldenberg are
news reporters for the Advance. They
may be reached at myates@siadvan-
ce.com and goldenberg@siadvan-
ce.com.

Ferry crash victims’ anguish lingers
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"A judge has already ruled that the city can’t escape liability...and they’re stretching the life of this case even
further," said Anthony Bisignano, who represents 15 clients affected by the crash.
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Littered with debris, life preservers and discarded medical supplies, the main deck of the Andrew J. Barberi
ferryboat was devastated in the Oct. 15, 2003, crash.
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Ferry crash victims’ anguish lingers
Four years after the
Barberi accident, legal
wrangling keeps many
from compensation

By SALLY GOLDENBERG
and MAURA YATES
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

They asked the city for
$1.1 billion to repair their
fractured limbs, heal their
psychological trauma and
pay for the financial and
emotional loss of their fami-
ly members.

In turn, they received
$27.6 million — a fraction of

the amount that 121 victims
of the Staten Island Ferry
crash sought in one of the
worst mass transit disasters
in the city’s history.

Tomorrow marks the
fourth anniversary of the
wreck that killed 11 passen-
gers and injured 72 — some
with severed limbs — when
the Andrew J. Barberi ferry-
boat plowed into a concrete
maintenance pier near the
St. George terminal, slicing
open its starboard side.

But for 61 families of
those injured and killed on
the Barberi, the physical and
emotional wounds are still
open as they fight to settle

their lawsuits while the city
appeals a Brooklyn federal
judge’s February ruling that
it cannot rely on an anti-
quated maritime law that
would have capped pay-
ments at the book value of
the vessel, $14.4 million.

“Here we are, four years
later. A judge has already
ruled that the city can’t es-
cape liability, they can’t es-
cape responsibility, and
they’re stretching the life of
this case even further by ap-
pealing the decision of that
federal court judge,” said
West Brighton attorney An-

SEE ANGUISH, PAGE A 7
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“A judge has already ruled that the city can’t escape liability... and
they’re stretching the life of this case even further,” said Anthony
Bisignano, who represents 15 clients affected by the crash.

“We’re prisoners on the boat. You can’t get away from it.”
– Annamay Olsen of Rosebank Staten

Island by
the numbers
Census statistics paint
a sometimes-surprising
picture of the ZIP codes
that make up borough

By MICHAEL W. DOMINOWSKI
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

So you think you know
Staten Island, eh? Well, let’s
see how well. Here’s a quiz:

■ Which ZIP code area is
the wealthiest? (HINT: Todt
Hill’s not in it.)

■ Which is the poorest
ZIP code area? (HINT: Part
of Todt Hill is in it.)

■ Which area has the old-
est population? The
youngest?

Say “demographics” and
eyes glaze over. Numbers?
Statistics? Bah! But wait!
These raw Census numbers
tell the story of Staten Is-

land; they
p r o v i d e
clues as to
where peo-
ple live and
how com-
m u n i t i e s
work. The
results aren’t
always what

you might think.
For example, the sprawl-

ing 10314 ZIP code bound-
aries that define New
Springville, Travis and parts
of some other West Shore
communities enclose some
86,727 residents, easily mak-
ing it the most populous of
the Island’s 12 ZIP code ar-
eas.

But if you’re a marketer
looking to pitch lawn fertil-
izer to the community with
the highest percentage of
single-family owner-occu-
pied homes, 10314 doesn’t
even come close.

The revelations in this
story are not part of some
new government report or
academic study. Purely out
of curiosity we simply de-
cided to test what we
thought we knew about
Staten Island, and peered
into the publicly available
numbers to see what peered
back at us.

Truth be told, ZIP codes
provide a relatively coarse
measure of how wealth and
jobs and ethnic origins are
distributed. Census tracts
are more focused (and
much more numerous) and
would provide finer-grained
data. But Staten Island is a
borough of communities —

SEE NUMBERS, PAGE A 4
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Pastor Michael Nwadiuko of the Christ the Lord Evangelistic Association in New Springville, doesn’t appear to be preaching
to the choir aboard a 9:30 a.m. Manhattan-bound ferry. Ferry preachers are a pet peeve of many passengers.

Praying for silence
Fiery preachers on the boat are ferry riders’ No. 1 complaint

City attorneys are
working with maritime
law consultants to issue a
memorandum address-
ing what they view as
problematic preaching.
That preaching is a daily
occurrence that irks
some passengers, in-
spires others and dis-
tracts ferry crews, who
nudge the preachers so
they don’t linger in one
spot.

Persistent preachers
were the number one
source of ferry-related
complaints filed through
the city’s 311 system, with
41 lodged over the past
year.

“We certainly know
that to many people it’s a
nuisance,” said Capt.
James DeSimone, chief

operating officer of the
Staten Island Ferry. But,
he said, “there are those
on board who seem to
like it. All we want is a
safe and comfortable ex-
perience for the passen-
gers.”

DeSimone said the le-
gal department at the
city’s Department of
Transportation (DOT) is
analyzing the situation to
see if ferry management

can limit the disruptions
caused by the preachers
without stifling their
First Amendment rights
to free speech. A deci-
sion is expected within
the next few weeks.

In the meantime, “peo-
ple want to sit back and
read and listen to their
iPods. They want to be
left alone,” DeSimone
said. “The crews try to
keep [the preachers]
moving and keep the vol-
ume down. We’re going
to try and balance it as

best we can.”
Posted on large, neon

orange signs on boats
and in terminals, the offi-
cial rules governing pas-
senger behavior on the
ferry prohibit “unreason-
able noise” of the sort
that might “cause public
inconvenience, annoy-
ance, or harm.”

The DOT’s primary
concern is maintaining
order and safety aboard
ships, DOT spokesman

By MAURA YATES / STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

A
clash between vocal ferryboat preach-
ers and commuters who believe thou
shalt not interrupt the quiet reading

of the newspaper has led to an examina-
tion of how freedom of speech rights ap-
ply to the law of the high seas.

More on the web
For video of
Pastor Michael
Nwadiuko trying

to save souls aboard
the ferry, go to
www.silive.com/video

SEE FERRY, PAGE A 5

A ferry preacher clutches a Scripture book.

MORE
FACTS ON

ISLAND
ZIP CODES
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Cops are called to MSIT
after hateful words
scrawled on visiting
team’s bench are found

By DANIEL O’LEARY
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

Police were called to a
high school football game in
New Dorp yesterday after
the visiting team’s coach
discovered a racial slur
scrawled on his team’s
bench.

The coach of the
Wadleigh Harlem Hellfight-
ers, Duke Fergerson, called
police during the first quar-
ter of the game against Mc-
Kee/Staten Island Tech at
Tech’s field after noticing
the words “Y’all n—-s suck
MSIT” written in marker on
the bench.

“When we walked out, on
the bench, it said this thing,”
Fergerson said. The former
National Football League
player said the referee or-
dered the bench removed —
to the dismay of Fergerson,
who was then penalized for
challenging the referee’s de-
cision. Witnesses say the
bench was then locked in
the MSIT equipment room.

Police arrived on the field
at about 2:15 p.m. with 10
minutes and 36 seconds left
in the fourth quarter. The
game was stopped for about
15 minutes while they talked
to Fergerson.

“What bothered me is the
way the adults handled it,”
said Fergerson. “To try to
get me to dismiss it; to tell

SEE SLUR, PAGE A 6
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Ferry crash victims’ pain lingers
thony Bisignano, who repre-
sents 15 clients affected by
the accident.

Nine of the 11 death cases
have yet to be settled.

“This entire case probably
could have been settled and
finished years ago, had it not
been for the city being so re-
lentless in attempting to take
advantage of this very anti-
quated statute that wasn’t
even intended to be used by a
municipality,” Bisignano
said. “When you live with a
case like this, it boils your
blood to know that it’s still
going on.”

The city Law Department,
which handles all claims
against the city, defended it-
self by saying 99 of the 121
claims were resolved within
two years of the accident.

“The city has from the be-
ginning sought to settle cases
fairly and expeditiously,”
said Laura Postiglione, a
spokeswoman for the depart-
ment. She said the city is
committed to settling the re-
maining cases “on reasonable
terms as well.”

The largest settlement to
date — $9 million — was
awarded to Dongan Hills res-
idents Tina and Wayne
Evans last December. Ms.
Evans, 41, lost both legs in the
crash. The couple was repre-
sented by the Mount Vernon,
N.Y., law firm of Weisman &
Calderon.

Paul Esposito of New
Springville, who was 24 years
old at the time of the crash,
was awarded $8.9 million in
March 2006. He also lost
both legs. Esposito was rep-
resented by attorney Derek
Sells.

The sentences have been
served for the ferry captain,
Richard Smith; former ferry
director Patrick Ryan, and
Westerleigh doctor William
Tursi, who falsely signed off
on medical forms that Smith
used to renew his pilot’s li-
cense. Former ferry Port
Captain John Mauldin was
sentenced to two years pro-
bation in April 2006.

But for the families still
coping with the loss of a
loved one, the time has flown
in some ways and dragged on
in others.

“I can’t believe it’s four
years already,” said Tara
Canini of Annadale, whose
father, Pio, 52, was returning
home on the Barberi from his
job as a carpenter in Manhat-
tan.

“Nothing has changed as
far as our grieving process,
or as far as missing him,” she
said. “We cry, we think about
him, we go visit the cemetery
often. We go through pic-
tures. His memory is very
much alive,” she said.

But as the appeal process

continues, there is no clo-
sure, and the legal wrangling
has been “insensitive,” Ms.
Canini said.

“The city did this to them-
selves by not enforcing the
rules and procedures and
now they’re just keeping it
this way so the city doesn’t
go into any more debt,” she
said of the limited liability.

In early 2004, Westerleigh
attorney John G. O’Leary
filed a notice of claim with
the city Law Department on
behalf of the Canini family,
announcing an intention to
sue the city for $175 million in
negligence.

“Obviously, no amount of
money is going to fix the sit-
uation,” she said. “You can’t
put a dollar amount on some-
body’s life. You just can’t.”

But while she said she
tries not to think about the
lawsuit, she feels for the fam-
ilies of many of the other vic-
tims, who had young chil-
dren who need financial
support that could be pro-
vided through the legal set-
tlements.

Those who survived, too,
continue to struggle with the
lingering reminders of the
tragedy, and the frustration
of the unfinished legal busi-
ness.

Joseph LaBarbara of Anna-
dale was out of work for a
year, while undergoing two
knee surgeries to repair a
torn ligament suffered when
he instinctively ran for cover
when the boat crashed.

He always sat on the top
deck of the ferry out of habit,
he explained, because he
thought that would be the
safest place to be in the event
of a terror attack aboard the
boat. When the Barberi hit
the pier, he thought his worst
fears were confirmed.

“I thought the boat was
bombed,” he recalled. He
jumped out of his seat and
“made this lightning-quick
move like a cut on a football
field.” He twisted his knee in
the process and rolled down
the ramp to the level below.

One surgery involved the
implantation of a cadaver lig-

ament. “It freaks me out, ac-
tually,” he said.

“The city should be
ashamed of themselves,” he
said of the legal holdup.
“They should admit to being
wrong.”

But even when his case is
finally settled down the road,
“they could never pay me
enough money to have my
knee back again,” he said.

He had been on his way
home from his job as a
plumber for the city’s Ad-
ministration for Children’s
Services on that day. Now,
unable to kneel, he’s back at
work, doing paperwork for
plumbing inspections.

He can no longer jog, or
enjoy tennis or golf the way
he used to. He also can’t
bring himself to take the
ferry.

The 48-year-old single dad
said he drives to work these
days, which is much more ex-
pensive, but worth it for
peace of mind.

“Now I wouldn’t go near
the boat anymore,” LaBar-
bara said. “It scares me.”

Maura Yates and Sally Goldenberg are
news reporters for the Advance. They
may be reached at myates@siadvan-
ce.com and goldenberg@siadvan-
ce.com.

“The city has from the
beginning sought to
settle cases fairly and
expeditiously.” The city
is committed to settling
the remaining cases
“on reasonable terms
as well.”
—Laura Postiglione,

a spokeswoman for
the city Law
Department

STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE FILE PHOTO

Littered with debris, life preservers and discarded medical supplies, the main deck of the Andrew J. Barberi
ferryboat was devastated in the Oct. 15, 2003, crash.
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Ferry crash victims’ pain lingers
thony Bisignano, who repre-
sents 15 clients affected by
the accident.

Nine of the 11 death cases
have yet to be settled.

“This entire case probably
could have been settled and
finished years ago, had it not
been for the city being so re-
lentless in attempting to take
advantage of this very anti-
quated statute that wasn’t
even intended to be used by a
municipality,” Bisignano
said. “When you live with a
case like this, it boils your
blood to know that it’s still
going on.”

The city Law Department,
which handles all claims
against the city, defended it-
self by saying 99 of the 121
claims were resolved within
two years of the accident.

“The city has from the be-
ginning sought to settle cases
fairly and expeditiously,”
said Laura Postiglione, a
spokeswoman for the depart-
ment. She said the city is
committed to settling the re-
maining cases “on reasonable
terms as well.”

The largest settlement to
date — $9 million — was
awarded to Dongan Hills res-
idents Tina and Wayne
Evans last December. Ms.
Evans, 41, lost both legs in the
crash. The couple was repre-
sented by the Mount Vernon,
N.Y., law firm of Weisman &
Calderon.

Paul Esposito of New
Springville, who was 24 years
old at the time of the crash,
was awarded $8.9 million in
March 2006. He also lost
both legs. Esposito was rep-
resented by attorney Derek
Sells.

The sentences have been
served for the ferry captain,
Richard Smith; former ferry
director Patrick Ryan, and
Westerleigh doctor William
Tursi, who falsely signed off
on medical forms that Smith
used to renew his pilot’s li-
cense. Former ferry Port
Captain John Mauldin was
sentenced to two years pro-
bation in April 2006.

But for the families still
coping with the loss of a
loved one, the time has flown
in some ways and dragged on
in others.

“I can’t believe it’s four
years already,” said Tara
Canini of Annadale, whose
father, Pio, 52, was returning
home on the Barberi from his
job as a carpenter in Manhat-
tan.

“Nothing has changed as
far as our grieving process,
or as far as missing him,” she
said. “We cry, we think about
him, we go visit the cemetery
often. We go through pic-
tures. His memory is very
much alive,” she said.

But as the appeal process

continues, there is no clo-
sure, and the legal wrangling
has been “insensitive,” Ms.
Canini said.

“The city did this to them-
selves by not enforcing the
rules and procedures and
now they’re just keeping it
this way so the city doesn’t
go into any more debt,” she
said of the limited liability.

In early 2004, Westerleigh
attorney John G. O’Leary
filed a notice of claim with
the city Law Department on
behalf of the Canini family,
announcing an intention to
sue the city for $175 million in
negligence.

“Obviously, no amount of
money is going to fix the sit-
uation,” she said. “You can’t
put a dollar amount on some-
body’s life. You just can’t.”

But while she said she
tries not to think about the
lawsuit, she feels for the fam-
ilies of many of the other vic-
tims, who had young chil-
dren who need financial
support that could be pro-
vided through the legal set-
tlements.

Those who survived, too,
continue to struggle with the
lingering reminders of the
tragedy, and the frustration
of the unfinished legal busi-
ness.

Joseph LaBarbara of Anna-
dale was out of work for a
year, while undergoing two
knee surgeries to repair a
torn ligament suffered when
he instinctively ran for cover
when the boat crashed.

He always sat on the top
deck of the ferry out of habit,
he explained, because he
thought that would be the
safest place to be in the event
of a terror attack aboard the
boat. When the Barberi hit
the pier, he thought his worst
fears were confirmed.

“I thought the boat was
bombed,” he recalled. He
jumped out of his seat and
“made this lightning-quick
move like a cut on a football
field.” He twisted his knee in
the process and rolled down
the ramp to the level below.

One surgery involved the
implantation of a cadaver lig-

ament. “It freaks me out, ac-
tually,” he said.

“The city should be
ashamed of themselves,” he
said of the legal holdup.
“They should admit to being
wrong.”

But even when his case is
finally settled down the road,
“they could never pay me
enough money to have my
knee back again,” he said.

He had been on his way
home from his job as a
plumber for the city’s Ad-
ministration for Children’s
Services on that day. Now,
unable to kneel, he’s back at
work, doing paperwork for
plumbing inspections.

He can no longer jog, or
enjoy tennis or golf the way
he used to. He also can’t
bring himself to take the
ferry.

The 48-year-old single dad
said he drives to work these
days, which is much more ex-
pensive, but worth it for
peace of mind.

“Now I wouldn’t go near
the boat anymore,” LaBar-
bara said. “It scares me.”

Maura Yates and Sally Goldenberg are
news reporters for the Advance. They
may be reached at myates@siadvan-
ce.com and goldenberg@siadvan-
ce.com.

“The city has from the
beginning sought to
settle cases fairly and
expeditiously.” The city
is committed to settling
the remaining cases
“on reasonable terms
as well.”
—Laura Postiglione,

a spokeswoman for
the city Law
Department
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Littered with debris, life preservers and discarded medical supplies, the main deck of the Andrew J. Barberi
ferryboat was devastated in the Oct. 15, 2003, crash.
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Ferry crash victims’ anguish lingers
Four years after the
Barberi accident, legal
wrangling keeps many
from compensation

By SALLY GOLDENBERG
and MAURA YATES
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

They asked the city for
$1.1 billion to repair their
fractured limbs, heal their
psychological trauma and
pay for the financial and
emotional loss of their fami-
ly members.

In turn, they received
$27.6 million — a fraction of

the amount that 121 victims
of the Staten Island Ferry
crash sought in one of the
worst mass transit disasters
in the city’s history.

Tomorrow marks the
fourth anniversary of the
wreck that killed 11 passen-
gers and injured 72 — some
with severed limbs — when
the Andrew J. Barberi ferry-
boat plowed into a concrete
maintenance pier near the
St. George terminal, slicing
open its starboard side.

But for 61 families of
those injured and killed on
the Barberi, the physical and
emotional wounds are still
open as they fight to settle

their lawsuits while the city
appeals a Brooklyn federal
judge’s February ruling that
it cannot rely on an anti-
quated maritime law that
would have capped pay-
ments at the book value of
the vessel, $14.4 million.

“Here we are, four years
later. A judge has already
ruled that the city can’t es-
cape liability, they can’t es-
cape responsibility, and
they’re stretching the life of
this case even further by ap-
pealing the decision of that
federal court judge,” said
West Brighton attorney An-

SEE ANGUISH, PAGE A 7
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“A judge has already ruled that the city can’t escape liability... and
they’re stretching the life of this case even further,” said Anthony
Bisignano, who represents 15 clients affected by the crash.

“We’re prisoners on the boat. You can’t get away from it.”
– Annamay Olsen of Rosebank Staten

Island by
the numbers
Census statistics paint
a sometimes-surprising
picture of the ZIP codes
that make up borough

By MICHAEL W. DOMINOWSKI
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

So you think you know
Staten Island, eh? Well, let’s
see how well. Here’s a quiz:

■ Which ZIP code area is
the wealthiest? (HINT: Todt
Hill’s not in it.)

■ Which is the poorest
ZIP code area? (HINT: Part
of Todt Hill is in it.)

■ Which area has the old-
est population? The
youngest?

Say “demographics” and
eyes glaze over. Numbers?
Statistics? Bah! But wait!
These raw Census numbers
tell the story of Staten Is-

land; they
p r o v i d e
clues as to
where peo-
ple live and
how com-
m u n i t i e s
work. The
results aren’t
always what

you might think.
For example, the sprawl-

ing 10314 ZIP code bound-
aries that define New
Springville, Travis and parts
of some other West Shore
communities enclose some
86,727 residents, easily mak-
ing it the most populous of
the Island’s 12 ZIP code ar-
eas.

But if you’re a marketer
looking to pitch lawn fertil-
izer to the community with
the highest percentage of
single-family owner-occu-
pied homes, 10314 doesn’t
even come close.

The revelations in this
story are not part of some
new government report or
academic study. Purely out
of curiosity we simply de-
cided to test what we
thought we knew about
Staten Island, and peered
into the publicly available
numbers to see what peered
back at us.

Truth be told, ZIP codes
provide a relatively coarse
measure of how wealth and
jobs and ethnic origins are
distributed. Census tracts
are more focused (and
much more numerous) and
would provide finer-grained
data. But Staten Island is a
borough of communities —

SEE NUMBERS, PAGE A 4
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Pastor Michael Nwadiuko of the Christ the Lord Evangelistic Association in New Springville, doesn’t appear to be preaching
to the choir aboard a 9:30 a.m. Manhattan-bound ferry. Ferry preachers are a pet peeve of many passengers.

Praying for silence
Fiery preachers on the boat are ferry riders’ No. 1 complaint

City attorneys are
working with maritime
law consultants to issue a
memorandum address-
ing what they view as
problematic preaching.
That preaching is a daily
occurrence that irks
some passengers, in-
spires others and dis-
tracts ferry crews, who
nudge the preachers so
they don’t linger in one
spot.

Persistent preachers
were the number one
source of ferry-related
complaints filed through
the city’s 311 system, with
41 lodged over the past
year.

“We certainly know
that to many people it’s a
nuisance,” said Capt.
James DeSimone, chief

operating officer of the
Staten Island Ferry. But,
he said, “there are those
on board who seem to
like it. All we want is a
safe and comfortable ex-
perience for the passen-
gers.”

DeSimone said the le-
gal department at the
city’s Department of
Transportation (DOT) is
analyzing the situation to
see if ferry management

can limit the disruptions
caused by the preachers
without stifling their
First Amendment rights
to free speech. A deci-
sion is expected within
the next few weeks.

In the meantime, “peo-
ple want to sit back and
read and listen to their
iPods. They want to be
left alone,” DeSimone
said. “The crews try to
keep [the preachers]
moving and keep the vol-
ume down. We’re going
to try and balance it as

best we can.”
Posted on large, neon

orange signs on boats
and in terminals, the offi-
cial rules governing pas-
senger behavior on the
ferry prohibit “unreason-
able noise” of the sort
that might “cause public
inconvenience, annoy-
ance, or harm.”

The DOT’s primary
concern is maintaining
order and safety aboard
ships, DOT spokesman

By MAURA YATES / STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

A
clash between vocal ferryboat preach-
ers and commuters who believe thou
shalt not interrupt the quiet reading

of the newspaper has led to an examina-
tion of how freedom of speech rights ap-
ply to the law of the high seas.

More on the web
For video of
Pastor Michael
Nwadiuko trying

to save souls aboard
the ferry, go to
www.silive.com/video

SEE FERRY, PAGE A 5

A ferry preacher clutches a Scripture book.

MORE
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ISLAND
ZIP CODES
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Cops are called to MSIT
after hateful words
scrawled on visiting
team’s bench are found

By DANIEL O’LEARY
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE

Police were called to a
high school football game in
New Dorp yesterday after
the visiting team’s coach
discovered a racial slur
scrawled on his team’s
bench.

The coach of the
Wadleigh Harlem Hellfight-
ers, Duke Fergerson, called
police during the first quar-
ter of the game against Mc-
Kee/Staten Island Tech at
Tech’s field after noticing
the words “Y’all n—-s suck
MSIT” written in marker on
the bench.

“When we walked out, on
the bench, it said this thing,”
Fergerson said. The former
National Football League
player said the referee or-
dered the bench removed —
to the dismay of Fergerson,
who was then penalized for
challenging the referee’s de-
cision. Witnesses say the
bench was then locked in
the MSIT equipment room.

Police arrived on the field
at about 2:15 p.m. with 10
minutes and 36 seconds left
in the fourth quarter. The
game was stopped for about
15 minutes while they talked
to Fergerson.

“What bothered me is the
way the adults handled it,”
said Fergerson. “To try to
get me to dismiss it; to tell

SEE SLUR, PAGE A 6


